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October is a time for family to 
gather from near and far to re-
flect on their blessings (and 
maybe to show off your new and 
improved wing). Whether you 
travel across the country or 
across the hall may you remem-
ber to be thankful for all the 
blessings that you have. 

The GAZETTE is published 
monthly by GWRRA NC H2. Digi-
tal copies are free upon request. 
Send an email to h2news-
subscribe@googlegroups.com to 
request to be placed on our mail-
ing list.  

Want to get first hand info on the 
/ƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΚ /ƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ 
the Calendar page on the web-
site. Details are published when 
they are first known and may be 
more detailed than they might be 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΩǎ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǇŀƎŜ ƻƴ 
the newsletter. http://gwrra-
nch2.org/calendar.htm. 
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n Friday after our October 
gathering, I hooked up 
our trailer and headed 

south to Georgia for a visit with 
my Mom.  Since Terry is fully oc-
cupied with taking care of her 
Mom and Dad, we have had to 
cancel two previous trips to Geor-
gia.  So I decided that I would take 
off for a week to surprise my 
Mom. Plus I wanted to see how 
our new seat would work on a 565 
mile trip riding tank to tank.  To 
say the least, I was very pleased 
with the seat. My new highway 
pegs were also a welcome addi-
tion to stretch my legs. I also wanted to see what my gas mile-

age would be in the Economy 
mode while pulling a trailer.  Even 
running 70 plus miles per hour, I 
averaged over 39 miles per gallon 
in the Economy mode and about 
37 miles per gallon in the Tour 
mode. On my 2003 Wing pulling 
the same trailer, I could generally 
ride 175 miles before the fuel light 
came.  Even with a smaller fuel 
tank, I found that I could still go 
175 miles on the new Wing before 
the fuel light came on. Since that 
is also a little farther than Terry 
likes to ride before stopping, I can 
use those numbers to plan rides 
with her. 
 
Since the entire audio system on 
the new Wing uses Bluetooth 
technology, it has been a learning 
curve for me.  At first, I thought 
something was wrong with our 
J&M Bluetooth helmet headsets 
or that I had not paired something 

correctly on the bike.  But it turns 
out the problem is something that 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ 
to electronic gadgets! And that 
something is called pa-
tience!  When I could not hear 
music in my helmet, I would re-
boot the helmet headset which 
was frustrating but that did seem 
to work. There were some other 
άƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊ ŜǊǊƻǊǎέ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƭƛƪŜ 
making sure the audio was set for 
the headsets and not the speak-
ers, making sure the volume was 
not set too low, and making sure I 
had selected the right audio 
source (AM, FM, AUX, 
iPOD).  Since the audio system on 
a new Gold Wing includes Apple 
CarPlay, the headset must be con-
nected to the audio system before 
connecting an iPhone to the USB 
port. So much stuff to remember! 
I remember when the worst thing 

(Continued on page 6) 
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International  

From June 2018 

 was driving north on Arizona 
Interstate 17 in my new-to-me 
two-wheeler cruiser. It was 

early afternoon and traffic was 
light for Phoenix. Vehicles were 
coming down the ramp from In-
terstate 10 into the acceleration 
lane. Suddenly a large, black dual 
pickup was sliding left into the 
next lane ς where was riding! I 
looked right and the driver was 
going merrily along, with a large 
cellphone plastered to his left 
ear, totally oblivious to other 
traffic around him. Fortunately 
the lane to my left was clear and 
I quickly veered left to safety. 

Scenarios like this play out every 
day around the U.S. Often the 
results are disastrous. And the 
victims are not only motorcy-
clists. In addition, pedestrians, 
bicyclists and other motor vehi-
cle drivers are killed or maimed 
due to distracted drivers. Unfor-
tunately almost every driver and 
rider is guilty of driving dis-
tracted.  

5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƳŜΚ IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ 
made inputs to your GPS while 
riding your Gold Wing? Have you 
ever been involved in a heated 
discussion with your co-rider? 
Have you ever been lost in 
thought and missed a turn be-
cause of inattention? Have you 
used a hands-free device to an-
swer a call while riding or driv-
ing? Ever reached for something 
to drink or eat while driving? 

These are just a few examples of 
the actions that can divert our 
attention for a few seconds from 
the complex task of driving a mo-
tor vehicle and can cause a colli-
sion. 

April is Distracted Driving Month. 
Many organizations and legal ju-
risdictions around the U.S. have 
recognized that distracted driving 
is an epidemic and are taking ac-
tion. Governor Doug Ducey of 
Arizona declared the fourth week 
of January to be Distracted Driv-
ing Awareness week in Arizona. A 
consortium of bicycling and 
health care organizations, plus 
several state legislators and law 
enforcement organizations, 
staged the Second Annual Ari-
zona Distracted Driving Summit 
in Phoenix, Jan. 24, 2018. 

A recent National Safety Council 
survey found that while two-
thirds of drivers said another 
ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ 
them to feel unsafe, just 25 per-
cent feel their own distractions 
have put them or someone else 
at risk. (Do as I say; not as I do?) 

Companies such as Pacific Gas 
and Electric Company are review-
ing their phone use policies to 
reduce distracted driving inci-
dents. PG&E, a member of the 
National Safety Council, is work-
ing to promote awareness of the 
dangers of distracted driving by 
encouraging the public to take 
the pledge to drive phone free. 

PG&E employees drove 151 mil-
lion miles in 2016. The company 
has taken the pledge to reduce 
distracted driving by prohibiting 
cellphone use while driving on 
the job. According to the policy, 
employees must pull over to a 
safe place to take or make a call, 
check email or  text.

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ D ²ww! 
Members could make their own! 
Char and I have both pledged not 
to use our cellphones while driv-
ing or riding and encourage oth-
ŜǊǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ƭƛƪŜǿƛǎŜΦ LΩƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ 
be a part of Team G A, helping 
advance the GWRRA Motorist 
!ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ LǘΩǎ ƎǊŀǘƛŦȅπ
ing to know that we are not fight-
ing this epidemic alone. We are 
teamed with the National Safety 
Council and their partner compa-
nies like PG&E. Together, we will 
make a difference! 

To learn more about the dangers 
of distracted driving and to take 
the pledge to drive phone free, 
visit the National Safety Council 
at www.nsc.org. 

http://wingworldmag.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/shutterstock_388040089.jpg
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District  
Shirley & Anthony C. Prewitt 

NC District Educator  

epending on your experi-
ence, skill, preparation and 
risk tolerance, riding a mo-

torcycle in the rain can be any-
thing from frightening to fun. In 
any case, it is at least more com-
plicated, potentially more hazard-
ous, and afterward, your bike will 
need a bath. 
Some riders avoid rain, but others, 
especially in areas with more an-
nual rainfall, learn to deal with it. 
And odds are if you ride long and 
ŦŀǊ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ǎƻƻƴŜǊ ƻǊ ƭŀǘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 
be confronted with it, willingly or 
not. 
If you think you may have to ride 
in rain, it helps if you think of it as 
essentially learning a whole new 
subset of skills. Accepting it, and 
seeing it as a challenge, not neces-
sarily a threat can also help. 
And as alluded to, some riders ac-
tually like the rain. Nor are Mo-
toGP races cancelled just because 
ƛǘΩǎ ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻǾŜǎ 
rain is not an automatic no-go if 
you learn to work with the de-
mands made on you and your ma-
chine. 
 

Covering up 
If there is ever a time when most 
riders agree on the value of a full-
face helmet, rain riding could be 
one. Raindrops sting at speed, and 
storm winds can blow larger 
things out of nowhere into your 
face. 
Having suitable clothing is also 
vital. Many rain suits work well, 
especially for lighter rain. Heavy 

precipitation will test any suit 
however, and even some expen-
sive designs can let water creep in 
if you let it. 
Motorcyclist raingear has the ex-
tra job of fighting constant wind 
currents that want to flow in and 
around the suit. Any opening ς 
collar, sleeve, or pant cuff ς is an 
invitation for water to enter. 
For example, even if you have a 
watertight coat and gauntlet 
gloves, air pressure can drive rain-
water down the gauntlets and 
into your sleeves. Some riders find 
tucking in the gloves works better 
for their setup, and others do OK 
as long as their adjustments are 
tight. The same goes around the 
neck. A high protruding collar or 
neck warmer can channel water 
in. 
If planning a long trip, you might 
want to test your gear on a rainy 
day close to home. Working out 
these issues can make the differ-
ence between actually getting 
along fine with rain, and cursing 
the day. 
!ƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƎŜǘ ǿŜǘΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ 
warm or cooler will affect how 
ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΦ LŦ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ 
rain, wearing a base layer that in-
sulates when wet ς like polyester, 
fleece or wool ς may help. When 
uncomfortable, you are dis-
tracted, and more likely to make 
mistakes. But it is during inclem-
ent weather that all the more fo-
cus is needed, so think of prepara-
tion as a word to the wise. 

Traction 

Rainwater makes even clean pave-
ment less grippy and simultane-
ously prevents your tires from 
warming up as quickly or as well. 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜΣ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ǊŀƛƴŜŘ 
lately, accumulated dirt and oils 
will form a slippery film until they 
are washed off. This could take a 
while depending on how hard the 
rain is falling. 
And just as dry traction varies de-
pending on the surface, so does 
wet. Some roads offer surprisingly 
good wet traction, and others sur-
ǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅ ōŀŘΦ LǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ Ƨƻō ǘƻ ŦƛƎπ
ure out which is which and every-
thing in between! 
A way to test traction is to care-
fully and very briefly use the rear 
brake to the point of lock-up. This 
works in the dry too, and is a bet-
ter-than-nothing gauge based on 
how easily your tire breaks loose. 
Do it on a flat part of the road ς 
not on a crowned or cambered 
section, because the wheel will 
follow gravity and go out of line. 
Hazard zones include repaired, or 
tarred pavement, old slick asphalt, 
some concrete surfaces, debris 
washed onto the roadway, and 
intersections rippled or soaked 
with oil. Toll booths and concrete 
parking garages that get wet, but 
never washed clean can also be 
sketchy. And watch out for rail-
road or trolley tracks, metal 
grates, expansion joints, and 
plates, which grip like Teflon. Rail 
tracks hit on an angle can steer 

(Continued on page 7) 
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was not connecting the audio ca-
ble on my old helmet to the Gold 
Wing! So now the solution is to 
turn on the bike, check the audio 
source, turn on the helmet head-
set and wait for it to con-
nect.  Once it connects, plug in the 
iPhone and everything is 
good.  Patience may be a virtue, 
but I am still working on it! 
 
I took a slightly different route 
from normal on the way down to 
Georgia.  I took I-40 East to I-95 
South to I-20 west to Augusta, 
Georgia then cross country on a 
mostly 4 lane divided highway to 
Macon, Georgia to I-75 South to 
Cordele, Georgia and finally Geor-
gia 33 to Moultrie, Georgia.  This 
route was 563 miles one way and 
the October weather was just per-
fect for riding. I was able to sur-
prise my Mom and spent about a 
week there with her. While taking 
the same route back from Geor-
gia, I received a telephone call 
about 15 minutes after I left my 
aƻƳΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ  I was able to an-
swer while riding and I thought to 
ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ άLǎƴΩǘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƎǊŀƴŘ 
and my patience is really getting 
ōŜǘǘŜǊΗέ !ŦǘŜǊ L ŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭƭΣ L 
selected the CarPlay menu and all 
of that grand technology looked 
like a grand problem. Check out 
what my dash display looked 

like!  If I had taken a video, you 
would have seen those colors run-
ning down the screen like paint! It 
was really pretty but of course, I 
immediately panicked and 
thought what have I done now! I 
stopped in a school parking lot 
where I rebooted everything-my 
phone, my headset, the bike! But 
nothing worked and the paint was 
still running!  However I noticed 
ǘƘŜ άǇŀƛƴǘέ ƻƴƭȅ Ǌŀƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊπ
Play menu and it was crystal clear 
on all of the other screens. I 
thought it must be a bad wire con-
nection. So I took a closer look at 
the lightning plug on my phone 
and there it was. The plug had 
some dust or whatever on it. I 
wiped it off, plugged it back in and 
my display was normal!  Chalk up 
another lesson learned the hard 
way!   
 
Most of us probably do not moni-
tor gas mileage when we ride.  But 
gas mileage will be very important 
for a little trip that Terry and I will 
be taking next summer.  After 10 
ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ άпл ǘƻ tƘƻŜƴƛȄέ ǊƛŘŜ 
will not be going to Phoenix!  The 
2019 ride group was asked to 
nominate 3 places in order for the 
2020 ride.  After Russ Schaffer, 
the Ride Coordinator, tabulated 
all of the data, the most nomi-
nated destination by a wide mar-
gin was Alaska!  And by the way, 
!ƭŀǎƪŀ ǿŀǎ ¢ŜǊǊȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΣ 
too. Since she really wants to go, I 
do not have to convince her to go 
with me next year.  WIN-WIN! So 
it looks like we will be headed 
άbƻǊǘƘ ǘƻ !ƭŀǎƪŀέ ŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
map. The circled numbers are the 
scheduled stops. The itinerary is 
21 days with 4 extra days to stop 

at the Ark Encounter, Mount 
Rushmore, Yellowstone National 
Park, and the Calgary Stam-
pede.  The departure date from 
Wilmington is June 25th and the 
most miles scheduled for one day 
is 375 miles and a total one way 
distance of 4,985 miles.  So the 
trip up will be at a very leisurely 
pace. We are still thinking about 
the route for our return trip but I 
do know that we will head back 
towards Vancouver and then 
down through Washington and 
Oregon since those are the only 2 
states that I have not ridden a mo-
torcycle. 
 
Back to local happenings.  The Tar 
Heel Plaque was captured from 
the Central Area and it will be at 
Chapter Z in Rocky Mount.  They 
eat at 6:30 and gather at 7:30 at 
²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ {ƛȊȊƭƛƴΩΣ млпм bƻǊǘƘ 
Wesleyan Boulevard in Rocky 
Mount.  Their next gathering will 
be November 12th. Come H2, one 
ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜΗ [ŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
άǿƻƻŘέ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ IнΦ  We will meet 
at the Sheetz on Miami Boulevard. 
Kick Stands Up at 5:15 pm. 
 
The H2 Planning meeting for No-
vember is at 2:30 PM on Sunday, 
November 17, 2019 at Gorman 
Christian Academy.  The regular 
monthly H2 gathering will be 
Thursday, November 21, 2019 at 
the Mayflower Seafood Restau-
rant. We will eat at 6:30 and meet 
at 7:30.  Terry and I will be bring-
ing the Murdoch Basket! Our 4th 
Saturday Breakfast at the Old 
South Restaurant and Ride is 
scheduled for November 23 at 
9:30.  Please check your calendars 
and make plans to attend. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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your front wheel and instantly put 
you down. Likewise painted cross-
walks and lines can be very slick 
when wet, offer poor traction for 
ŎƻǊƴŜǊƛƴƎ ƻǊ ōǊŀƪƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ 
ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǾŜǊπ
tical as well. 
Naturally, on wet roads lowered 
speeds, and careful movements 
are the watchwords. Keeping a 
relaxed body, and not a death grip 
on the bars also lets the bike do 
its thing. Progressively use the 
brakes. Take turns and accelerate 
smoothly. Going up a gear can 
help prevent spinning the rear 
wheel. 
Hydroplaning is less likely for a 
ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜΩǎ ǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǘƛǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ 
ŎŀǊΩǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǊŜΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
faster you go, the more you in-
crease your chances of it happen-
ing. The sipes, or cuts in the 
treads, also need to be deep 
enough. 
Generally rain-oriented street 
tires have more sipes, and high 
performance street tires have 
fewer. Where sport tires may par-
tially overcome this otherwise 
handicap is the quality of their 
compounds. Just as in the dry, 
softer rubber offers better trac-
tion than harder compounds. 

Vision and Visibility 
In lieu of wipers, Rain-X helps on 
the outside of the face shield, es-
pecially at speed. Some sort of 
anti-fog may help on the inside. At 
lower speeds fogging and rain 
buildup are more likely. Ratchet-
ing the shield up a notch helps 
ǾŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
see through the rain, raising it so 
you can see either through or un-
der it may do the trick at low 

speed. 
Eyewear with yellow or orange 
lenses may also help your visual 
acuity, especially for daytime rain 
riding. 
If you have a fairing windshield, it 
should not be so high that you 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ǇŜŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ƛǘΦ ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ 
trimming or replacing it if you 
ŎŀƴΩǘΦ 
Hi-visibility colors and reflective 
bits are better than black or neu-
tral colors without reflection. If 
you fell on the road, you would 
want to be easily identifiable as a 
human, not a piece of tarp or in-
visible. 

Carve Out a Place 
Try to maintain a safe following 
distance, and get away from driv-
ers who want to tailgate. Sadly, 
many drivers who tend to follow 
too closely will not suddenly 
amend their ways in the rain. A 
trick that may or may not work is 
to look back for a moment, and 
put an open hand up to the tail-
gating driver. An alternate to this 
is to make a one-handed pushing 
motion. Other riders find waving 
their hand back and forth, while 
reaching behind, works. Some 
drivers may not realize they are 
ǊƛǎƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳ ŀǎπ
sertively but politely wake them 
up to this reality. 

Thunderstorms 
It is not advisable to ride if you are 
where lightning is striking. Riders 
have been killed or knocked un-
conscious while riding in lightning. 
The lucky ones wake up in a ditch. 
According to NASA, Florida has 
twice as many lightning-caused 
deaths and injuries than any other 
state. Other states with a high in-

cidence of lightning strikes are 
Georgia, Tennessee, North Caro-
lina, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Michigan, Colorado and 
Texas. July is the peak month for 
lightning. 

Wind 
A motorcycle is like a little sail. 
Full fairings and lighter bikes are 
especially susceptible to side 
winds. Be prepared to have to 
lean into the crosswind just to 
stay upright. But if leaning into 
the breeze, also be ready to com-
pensate if the crosswind abruptly 
stops. Alternately, some riders 
have been known to parallel cars 
or larger vehicles to let them 

block extreme crosswinds. Be 
ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΩǎ 
blind spot though, if you try this. 

Conclusion 
A lot about how your rain riding 
experience goes is up to you. If, 
however, you are caught in a 
situation you feel is too much to 
handle, find the nearest safe spot 
to pull over. Otherwise, proac-
tively teaching yourself to ride in 
the rain pushes back your fear 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Breast Cancer Basket at H2 meeting. 

Murdoch Basket at H2 meeting. 
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